
Fisher House Wisconsin 
had another successful 
year in 2018 providing 
a “home away from 
home” for verterans’ 
families. We have 
been able to provide 
accommodations to 
over 2200 families 
since our ribbon cutting 

ceremony on April 23, 2016. The average length of 
stay for a family is ten days. Guests incur no costs 
since lodging and groceries are provided. We strive 
to lessen the burden so families can focus on helping 
their loved one heal. 

Last year we had over 1300 donors providing 
financial support for Fisher House Wisconsin (FHW). 
Donations pay for groceries, laundry detergent, 
and toiletries that enable our guests to have a 
comfortable, no-worry stay. On a weekly basis, 
there are numerous organizations that volunteer to 
prepare meals for our house guests. We thank all 
our donors for their generous support, enabling us 
to do an incredible job taking care of our veterans’ 
families while their loved one is receiving medical 
care at the Zablocki Medical Center. 

We reviewed our strategic plan and made several 
modifications so that we can better support our 
veterans. We added the mission of “Improving 
support systems and quality of life for families of 
veterans and service members receiving care from 
any designated VA hospital or medical facility 
located in Wisconsin.”  Veterans stay at the Hoptel 
(government style billets on the VA campus) before 
admission to the hospital and when they are in an 
outpatient status. Oncology patients that are in an 
outpatient status stay in the Hoptel from three to 
eight weeks. We have provided new furniture and 

MAY 2019

Home Away
from Home

F I S H E R  H O U S E  W I S C O N S I N  N E W S

FisherHouseWI.org

ongoing grocery supplies to ensure our veteran’s stay 
is much more comfortable. 

Two projects that we are working on are a backup 
generator and a garage facility. The electrical 
system in the VA campus is old and has sporadic 
power outages. The majority of the buildings 
operate with backup generators. Power disruption 
to the House means our guests have no electricity 
and causes food loss in our two freezers and three 
refrigerators. We have raised funds and approved 
the generator project and are working with the VA 
to begin construction. A garage facility is needed for 
storage of such things as donated items, Christmas 
decorations, volunteer T-shirts, a minivan and golf 
cart used to transport our guests. We have received 
an over abundance of donated supplied for the 
house and at one point had to use a guest suite for 
storage.  We have recently paid for and secured a 
storage site that is close to the House.  This allowed 
us to quickly free up the guest suite and still let our 
volunteers and House Manager have access to much 
needed supplies and inventory. 

I am extremely proud to be on the Fisher House 
of Wisconsin Board of Directors. Prior to his 2010 
Afghanistan deployment, Army 1LT Daren M. Hidalgo, 
requested that I do everything possible to take care 
of those service members that did make it back. As 
a Gold Star father, I have honored him by being 
part of such an incredible organization. We have a 
very talented Board of Directors, great community 
partners, caring volunteers, and many donors that 
are putting service to our veterans and their families 
above self. Together we are honoring the fallen by 
taking care of the living.

With sincere gratitude,

Jorge F. Hidalgo, Vice President
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Message from the Fisher House Wisconsin Board

Memorial Day Donation  
This Memorial Day, consider making a donation to Fisher House 
Wisconsin in honor of a loved one or in honor of all those who 
have served. 
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Upcoming Events 
May 31 – Milwaukee 
VA Fisher House 3rd 
Anniversary Celebration
Join us at the Milwaukee VA 
Fisher House between 11am 
and 1 pm for a house tour and 
some cake!

June 11 – Stars and Stripes 
Scramble in Lomira, WI.

August 28 – Wednesday 
Night Live at the Budweiser 
Pavilion at State Fair Park.

The Fisher House is a place where families stay while their loved ones 
receive care at the Zablocki VA Medical Center, but it is so much 
more – it’s a place of peace, comfort and family. Spend time at a 
Fisher House and you’ll leave with stories that will make you laugh, 
cry and smile with gratitude for those who have served.

In 2010, Mary received the call – the call that fills 
every Army mother with dread. Edward, her son, was 
severely injured in Afghanistan. An IED exploded under 
his MRAP vehicle. He lost both legs, a kidney, had liver 
damage, two strokes, and other injuries – it would be a 
long road to recovery. 

Edward received specialized care at several medical 
facilities, including Brooks Army Medical Center (San 
Antonio, TX), Walter Reed Medical Center (Bethesda, 
MD), Hunter Holmes McGuire VA (Richmond, VA), and 
VA Boston (West Roxbury, MA). 

Mary and Gerald, her husband, wanted to be near 
their son to offer love and support during his many 
months of recovery but lived far away in Illinois. “It was 
very difficult on everyone, yet we would not allow him 
to be alone.” This was when Mary was first introduced 
to the Fisher House. They were able to stay at the 

Fisher House at every location their son received care.
Years later, Mary was again in need of a place to 
stay. This time she would be supporting her husband, 
Gerald. He had not recovered well from a knee 
replacement surgery, was in kidney failure and his 
prognoses was not clear. Mary didn’t know how long 
they would need to be in Milwaukee. “I cannot begin 
to tell you how being able stay close to my husband at 
the Milwaukee VA Fisher House has reduced much of 
my stress.”  The Fisher House also put Gerald’s mind 
at ease knowing his wife had a safe place to stay in 
Milwaukee. Mary was able to stay with her husband 
through it all until his body gave out and he passed 
away March 25, 2019. 

Gerald was a member of the Military Police during the 
Vietnam War with the division of Phan Rang 504th. 
Thank you for your service and thank you for 
being part of the Fisher House Family.

Fisher House – We Are Where You Are
Mary M., Round Lake, IL (59 miles outside of Milwaukee)
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July 27 – Annual 5k Famous Racing 
Sausages Run/Walk. Join Team Fisher 
House at 8am for a beautiful run/walk that 
starts and ends at Miller Park. Make sure to 
look for the Fisher House Wisconsin tent where 
you can pick-up your registration packets and 
t-shirts as well as a snack before the race. 
Registration is online at https://brewers.race-
mlb.com/
•  Click Register under “Team Participant”
•  Enter Details
•  Select “Add this registrant to a team created 

by someone else”
•  Search for Team Name “Fisher House 

Wisconsin”;  Complete Registration Details

Special thanks to the Brewers Community 
Foundation for partnering with Fisher House 
Wisconsin again!

August 26 – 7th Annual Fisher House 
Wisconsin Golf Outing. Join us at Geneva 
National for a beautiful day of golf for a 
great cause!  It doesn’t matter if you have 
golfed before or not, everyone is welcome. 
Please consider a sponsorship if you aren’t a 
golfer!  You can even ‘sponsor a veteran’. This 
sponsorship pays for a veteran to golf. We 
have a waiting list of veterans that want to golf 
in our event but are unable to pay. Registration 
opens at 10am and golf starts at Noon!  For 

more information, please visit the EVENTS 
page at fisherhousewi.org.

September 1st – The Big Unit Poker Run 
for Fisher House Wisconsin.
Join us for Bill Michael’s 12th annual charity 
ride! This is the 8th year in a row that Bill will 
be donating 100% of the proceeds to Fisher 
House Wisconsin. Registration starts at 8am 
and kickstands go up promptly at 10am. 
Watch our website and Facebook page for 
registration information. Pre-register and you 
receive a complimentary t-shirt!  
fisherhousewi.org.

Join Us for these 2019 Flagship Events

63chrang
Cross-Out
able to stay

63chrang
Underline
Join (please do not bold the J and make sure it's black and not blue.  Thank you.




