
As we start our 2018 
journey, I want to take 
a moment to reflect on 
the passionate support 
you provided to our 
military veterans and 
their families.  We had 
over 1,400 donors in 
2017 that funded our 
efforts to help take 

care of our veterans in their time of need.  We have 
officially welcomed over 1,460 families in our home 
since opening the doors two years ago!

In my last message, I mentioned two operational 
improvements the Board enacted.  First is the 
execution of our investment strategy.  We vetted and 
decided on a conservative investment portfolio that 
is actively managed by both our investment advisors 
and the Board.  During the first half of the year, we 
are cautiously moving funds into the portfolio using a 
dollar-cost-averaging strategy coupled with a short-
term/risk-free investment vehicle to generate a return 
on the funds we are waiting to invest.  Our plan is 
to maintain a year’s worth of operating funds in our 
checking account and invest the remainder.  We 
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always strive to be prudent and cautious stewards of 
the funds you entrust with us.

The second operational improvement focuses on 
our strategy and by-laws update.  With two years of 
operation under our belt, we have come to realize 
that there are times when our veterans and their 
families can benefit from projects within the hospital.  
We believe that these projects complement our 
mission of taking care of military families in their 
time of need within Fisher House, and as a result, the 
Board approved a modest budget to help execute 
selective projects within the Clement J. Zablocki 
VA Medical Center.  We are excited to bring these 
projects into our mission and look forward to the 
impact they make.

As always, I am humbled to be a part of this 
organization.  The Board of Directors, our selfless 
volunteers, our amazing community partners and 
our individual donors have combined to become 
something larger than the sum of the individual 
parts.  Your efforts are truly making a difference.

  
With warmest regards,
Andrew Roberts, President
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Message from the Fisher House Wisconsin Board

July 21 – 20th Annual 5k 
Famous Racing Sausages 
Run/Walk. Join Team Fisher 
House at 8am for a beautiful 
run/walk that starts and ends at 
Miller Park. Make sure to look 
for the Fisher House Wisconsin 
tent where you can pick-up your 
registration packets and t-shirts 
as well as a snack before the 
race. Registration is online at 
http://brewers.race-mlb.com/! 
Make sure you register under 
Team ‘Fisher House’!  We had 
the largest team last year and 
can’t wait to do it again this year!  
Special thanks to the Brewers 
Community Foundation for 
choosing to partner with Fisher 
House Wisconsin again!

August 20 – 6th Annual 
Fisher House Wisconsin Golf 
Outing. Join us at Geneva 
National for a beautiful day of 
golf for a great cause!  It doesn’t 
matter if you have golfed before 
or not, everyone is welcome. 
Please consider a sponsorship 
if you aren’t a golfer!  You can 
even ‘sponsor a veteran’. This 
sponsorship pays for a veteran 
to golf. We have a waiting list 
of veterans that want to golf in 
our event but are unable to pay. 
Registration opens at 10am and 
golf starts at Noon!  For more 
information, please visit the 
EVENTS page at  
fisherhousewi.org.

September 2 – The Big Unit 
Poker Run for Fisher House 
Wisconsin
Join us for Bill Michael’s 11th 
Annual charity ride!  This is the 
7th year in a row that Bill will be 
donating 100% of the proceeds 
to Fisher House Wisconsin.  
Registration starts at 8am and 
kickstands go up promptly at 
10am. Bill takes a lot of time in 
planning the ride and the stops 
and we ALWAYS have beautiful 
weather!  Watch our website and 
Facebook page for registration 
information. Pre-register and 
receive a complimentary t-shirt!

Join Us for these 2018 Flagship Events
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by Curtiss Peck

There are certain events that touch each of us in 
significant ways. One of those is the tragic death of 
Gregory “Ziggy” Zyszkiewicz, the City of Milwaukee 
building inspector who was killed on March 22, 
2017. Fisher House Wisconsin (FHW) was Ziggy’s 
favorite veteran’s charity. So, it just seemed natural 
for his family to request that donations in Ziggy’s 
memory be made to FHW in lieu of flowers. Cards 
and letters of condolences began to arrive with 
memorials from people whose lives had been 
touched by Ziggy directly and from others who 
did not know him personally, yet were impacted 
emotionally by his story. One woman from Kenosha 
wrote, “I didn’t know Ziggy, but his story deeply 
touched my heart.”  Another person wrote, “Ziggy 
must have been an amazing person. I wish I had 
known him personally.” 

Ziggy’s legacy continues. On March 23, 2018, 
Chris Wiken, Joan Zellner and the amazing staff at 

The Packing House restaurant in Milwaukee hosted 
a memorial event in Ziggy’s memory. In addition to 
honoring Ziggy and his entire family, The Packing 
House donated $1 from each fish fry sold that day. 
They also had donation buckets available for people 
who wished to make cash donations. Over $1,400 
was donated to FHW in Ziggy’s memory to help 
ensure the sustained support for the hundreds of 
military and veterans’ families who continue to have 
a Home Away From Home at the Milwaukee VA 
Fisher House when their needs are greatest. 

Ziggy’s name is among the hundreds of names of 
individuals listed on our website under Memorials 
and Tributes. Listing the names of individuals for 
whom we receive memorial and tribute donations 
is our way of sustaining their legacies. We may not 
have known each of these individuals personally, yet 
each of their life’s stories touches us in special ways, 
just as Ziggy’s story has.

Memorials and Tributes Upcoming Events 
May 28 – Elm Grove  
Memorial Day Block Party 
to Benefit Fisher House 
Wisconsin.

June 2 – First Annual 
Poker Run in Little Chute, 
WI benefiting Fisher House 
Wisconsin.

June 20 – Culver’s 10% 
Day for Fisher House 
Wisconsin.  Please see our 
website for locations!

June 12 – 5th Annual Stars 
and Stripes Golf Outing in 
Lomira, WI.

July 19 – 2018 Hometown 
Hero Day Resource Fair at 
the Alliant Energy Center in 
Madison.

August 22 – Wednesday 
Night Live at the Budweiser 
Pavilion at State Fair Park.

Memorial Day  
Donation  

This Memorial Day, consider 
making a donation to Fisher 
House Wisconsin in honor of 
a loved one or in honor of all 
those who have served. 

Will You Lend a Hand?  If you are interested in joining the Fisher House Wisconsin Fund Development 
& Marketing committee and have a background in Marketing or PR, please reach out to Angie Christianson 
at AChristianson@fisherhousewi.org.

“Happy 2nd Anniversary, Milwaukee VA Fisher House!”


